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At UPenn, 1511 bags from 527 apheresis collections in FY10
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AABB: not new, but improved
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diseases during transfusion, some of the most important
innovations have occurred in the area of cellular and
related biological therapies. From their beginning about
30 years ago as cell separation technology. cellular thera-
pies have unleashed extraordinary possibilities for the
treatment of diseases and malignant and genetic disor-
ders. As part of the scientific and medical community, the
AABB leadership un tands the implications of cellular
and related biological therapies for the field of ransfusion
medicine and recognizes the potential for applying trans-
fusion medicine practices to all therapies that involve
infusing living cells into patients.

Mindful of the future, in January 2004, the AABB
Board adopted a new vision statement that recognizes the
scientific advances in the field and signifies AABB' role in
patient and donor well-being. The statement denotes
AABB's leadership role in advancing the field and the
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One of AABB's most prominent achievements is the
publication of the journal TRANSFUSION. As a TRANS-
FUSION reader, you will note some changes to the existing
formats of the journal that reflect the new logo and tag
line. Publication of TRANSFUSION remains an important
focus of the AABB strategic plan, so the change in logo will
not affect TRANSFUSION in any other way.

1 am excited about the future of AABB, its members,
and the field of transfusion medicine. As President of the
AABB Board of Directors, | am proud of the course the
Board has set for the future; as an AABB member, | look
forward to the opportunities that await each of us in this
challenging field.

Kathleen Sazama, MD, ID
President, AABB
Bethesda, MD

Sazama, Transfusion, 2004;44:1402



