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Lecture Objectives

At the end of this presentation you should be 

able to:

SIdentify benefits of an apheresis instrument 

workshop

SList some of the challenges of an 

apheresis instrument workshop

SSuggest ideas for apheresis instrument 

workshops of the future



4

Lecture Outline

UVa Therapeutic Apheresis Academy 

(TAA) history

Instrument workshop development

Instrument workshop benefits

Instrument workshop challenges

Instrument workshop future
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UVa TAA History
Schedule

SThursday lectures 8:00am-5:00pm

SFriday lectures 8:00am-5:00pm

SSaturday workshop 8:30am-12:00pm

Attendees

SPhysician attendings and trainees

VHematology, Nephrology, Pathology 

SHemapheresis practitioners

VNurses

VMedical laboratory technologists
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UVa TAA History

# 

people

Thursday/Friday

Lectures

Saturday

Workshop

2008 73 27

2009 106 33

2010 115 50
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UVa TAA History
Thursday and Friday topics

STherapeutic apheresis overview

SClinical applications

SSpecial patient populations

SBuilding a service
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UVa TAA History 
Workshop 

Year Physicians
Healthcare 

Professionals

Total 

#

2008 14 13 27

2009 19 14 33

2010 27 23 50
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UVa TAA History 
Workshop - Objectives

Distinguish & differentiate procedures performed 

by each class of therapeutic apheresis instrument: 

(1)centrifugation, (2)membrane/column filtration & 

(3)centrifugation + irradiation.

Elucidate patient information required for 

procedures performed on each class of instrument.

Describe vascular access options & requirements 

as these relate to patient, procedure & instrument.

Identify instrument parameters which can be 

adjusted by operator during a procedure.
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UVa TAA History
Workshop 2008

3 Stations and 3 Instruments

1. Centrifugation based instrument

2. Centrifugation based instrument

3. Photopheresis instrument
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UVa TAA History
Workshop 2009

5 Stations and 5 Instruments

1. Membrane/column based instrument

2. Centrifugation based instrument

3. Centrifugation based instrument

4. 2 Photopheresis instruments

5. Vascular access
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UVa TAA History
Workshop 2010

5 Stations and 6 Instruments

1. Membrane/column based instrument

2. 2 Centrifugation based instruments 

3. Centrifugation based instrument

4. 2 Photopheresis instruments

5. Vascular access
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UVa TAA History 
Workshop - Outline

Instrument Demonstration

SLoading kit

SUnloading kit

SInputting patient data

SAdjusting parameters
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UVa TAA History 
Workshop - Outline

Instrument Discussion

STypes of procedures by method & instrument

SPatient data required

SVascular access required

SParts of instrument

SPathway of blood flow

SAnticoagulants

SCommon challenges and resolutions
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UVa TAA History 
Workshop - Outline

Vascular Access Demonstration

SDual and triple lumen

SVortex port

Vascular Access Discussion

SSingle v. dual access

SPeripheral v. central lines

SShort term v. long term

SIn-patient v. Out-patient 

SAmbulatory v. NonAmbulatory

SGauge
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UVa TAA History
Workshop 2011

*But really Iôm not greedy!

More, More, More*

SAttendees 

SEducational Grants

SWorkshop Instruments

SWorkshop Stations
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UVa TAA History 
Workshop - Evaluations

Likert rating scale

SRelevant to practice

SOrganized clearly to facilitate learning

SKey messages consistent with expectations

SEducational objectives met

Yes/No

SDetect promotional bias

SEncourage you to make changes
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UVa TAA History 
Workshop - Evaluations

Fill in responses

SWhat changes will you make 

SBarriers to making changes

SFuture topics

SSuggestions to improve this learning activity
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Instrument Workshop Benefits

Exposure to many instruments 

Apheresis practitioners as instructors

Hands on experience

Small group format with dialogue

SCross-pollination

Ideas for expanding or improving 

service
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Instrument Workshop Challenges

Instrument availability

Workshop instructors

CME requirements

Range of needs

SAttendees

SSubspecialties

SApheresis modalities 

VTherapeutics, donors, HPC
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Future Instrument Workshops
Expanding the Experience

Expand the types of instruments

SCentrifugation based instruments

SPhotopheresis instruments

SMembrane/column based instruments

VLipid apheresis

VPlasma exchange via CRRT or 

dialysis instruments

SDonor collection instruments
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Future Instrument Workshops
Expanding the Experience

Visiting clerkships 

Single site workshops

Traveling regional workshops

Simulation centers


