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Physician Oversight of an Apheresis Medicine Program: 

Physician Training, Management and Credentials

This presentation will examine the diversity and roles of physicians in the discipline 

of Apheresis Medicine (AM). Using the Therapeutic Apheresis Care-Map as a 

backdrop, areas in which physician involvement occurs will be identified and the 

roles that physicians participate in will be highlighted. Perspectives on the training, 

competencies, and credentials needed by doctors who are involved in taking care of 

patients undergoing hemapheresis therapies will be explored. Activities of some of 

the various American Society for Apheresis committees that have been involved 

with some of these issues and physician AM education over the past several years 

will be examined.



Session Objectives

1. To explore the care map of therapeutic apheresis and 
identify strategic points in it as they relate to physician 
involvement, clinical care monitoring, patient safety, 
risk management and biovigilance surveillance 
activities.

2. To examine the diversity of medical specialities 
involved in Apheresis Medicine (AM) activities and 
highlight aspects of practitionersô medical education 
and training relating to the AM discipline.

3. To review the role and activities of ASFA in 
highlighting the needs and expectations of medical 
staff involved in the provision of AM services.     
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DEFINITION OF TERMS

Apheresis Medicine: That discipline of the medical arts and sciences 
concerned with the care and management of patients and 
donors involved in extracorporeal blood separation 
interventions used in the treatment of disease or in the 
collection of various blood constituents.*

Care-Map:  A strategy or approach used routinely to guide  
healthcare professionals in the delivery of multi-
disciplinary care or therapeutic interventions.

SPAR: Suspected Procedural Adverse Reaction: Any   
ñunexpectedò or ñuntowardò event in the peri-apheresis 
period potentially attributable to the apheresis medicine 
intervention.

*Chester Andrzejewski,PhD,MD , Presidential Report, Annual Meeting of the American 

Society for Apheresis, ASFA 2007 Annual Meeting, Nashville, TN , April 2007.
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Evaluation and Management of 

Suspected Transfusion Reactions: 

Nursing Perspectives

CHESTER ANDRZEJEWSKI JR, PHD, MD 

AND 

JOAN McGIRR, RN, BSN, ONC

In: Popovsky MA, ed. 

Transfusion Reactions, 3rd Edition Bethesda, MD: 
AABB Press, 2007 Chapter 17, pp. 525-548
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Overview of Medical Education/Specialization: 

The Roads Leading To Apheresis Medicine

Pathways and Timelines* Related to 

Apheresis Medicine Physiciansô Training

Educational Locus Time (Years) in Locus

College/University                         4-6

Medical/Osteopathic                      4-6

Residency                                      3-7

Additional Degrees                        2-6

*= Does not reflect truncated times associated with ñGenius Trackò or IMG 
training pathways.



Overview of Medical Education/Specialization: 

The Roads Leading To Apheresis Medicine

Multiple Medical Specialities* Potentially Represented in 
Apheresis Medicine

Clinical Pathology; 

Transfusion Medicine; 

Internal Medicine & Sub-Specialities:

(e.g., Hematology/Oncology, Nephrology, Rheumatology, 
Neurology, Gastroenterology);

Dermatology; 

Pediatrics;

Ophthalmology; and

?Others 

* = Note: Displayed sequence not necessarily correlative with rank of 
importance of listed specialitiesJ
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